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EAVY LOSSES BY BURNING OF THE HALL BUILDING

Plans for the Reconstruction of the Building Are Made

by the Directors Before the Ruins

Have Ceased to Smoke.

1 Lewcrs and Cooke Suffer Severely From Both Fire and Water, the

Stock Being Drenched Business Resumed

by Both Establishments.

The Wreck at Daybreak.
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ii t t tli.. n i urnihcunr firm was seen to be on fire and two (5)

streams were put on the roof t pre- - )

vent the flames trettinsr a foothold. Two PHill building at Fort and
King streets is now a cum-..!..- ..

a t k A mass of
more streams of water were kept play- - (3)

a..;..--, -- landing only one sto--

m. in ifnpi iivt. a tuncle or
yjj ... '

.k. .c tho ctroot ehm-re- tim- -

I1DG DTl'K' !1 lii 11 iv.- - ii..ifc, ..--

i mark the spot where stood the
i p.. .!!, one of the old- -

tusivas houses in the city.
l. i .! . - .1 ntintnallv to

ing upon the buildings across the
streets, at one time both of them be-

ing concentrated upon the Hobron Drug
Company establishment.

Once the alarm had been sounded the
streets began to be filled with specta-
tors. The fire was most brilliant and
lighted up the entire district, putting
the moan out of business, and attract-
ing the attention of people who did riot

hear the alarm whistle. The crowds
began to come in singles, coupTes and
then in swarms, until the police, gath-
ered from all over the city, had work

cut out for them in keeping back the
people who, eager to see, were for get-

ting into the front row all the time.
There were picturesque costumes, men
who by day are the glass of fashion
appearing in pajamas and trousers
without coats and in slippers, while a
boloku did duly for street attire for
many a woman who wears it only m

the house otherwhiles.
There was a most brilliant spectacle

E Bi? til '"in". e .
itrms, there being several neigh- -

- fmm the hro.-ikins- r of
M.n 1 ..n.rl-i- t Rraa e1r.S- - to tilt
has The nrineinal losers and
i bKurance are as follows:

Loss. Insurance.
J. Hall & S .u. Ltd .$140,000 $91,000

it's ,v Cooke 20.000 27,500
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ion Honolulu has ever seen.' First leaping nign...,.ii the fbimes were
i k K.iilrlino-- s hut-soo- n after thesevered uli..ut 4 o'clock, within an

it it had reduced the building in fire got to its highest there were a se-K- h

it first appeared, and damaged ries of explosions which drove back the
. . r,0m,iP In the Waikiki end of the

tinctures andruuuuir.s stocks ue- - . ' , . ,i. storesbuilding were m-- -

of cartridges, and these began to ex- -the entir- - department got control
the btaz- - The .Mitrin of the fire is i,.,ie with rnniditv. When the plate- -

ex-f- or

of
the
the

car- -

glass windows fell out Horn me
treme heat, there was a clear field

the target practice, and the cases
shells began to pour a fire upon

walls of the burning building and
..,n,!!tr ,.ne as-- well. Many

doubt, but us there were no live
m in the building at the time.the be-

ds that to B ntaneoua combustion,
rtiag in some of the
K or rags used about the oil de- -

1 IILllKlll- l-

nirwr r .it- - . u . v.: i t Vwvi ill I.UC UH )Hf I Ui'lll.l, v
Kructior. must be attribu ted.
fe fire was discovered by the news-I- s

f the Advertiser. The lads had r : Uj.: iti r: C Arfnr if Rrnln Out
t.. , - 1 ny.iiiiiiy, ui rue ouun nuci u uiurxu vui. g

1 1 1 .1 n r. ,1 f - AlffVlt

v. iv ..ir. ... : me in :iiiis- - V?
when two o them. Simpson and

8. discovered the ihimt's in the
headwav at anv time. The adjoining manv of them, until mere was no u.uic uu.u 7J "r.. and mat me names of thOSS whoPftWend of the ground floor, King hnihlinp-- whii h are occupied by thedr i: . i . . . .

Rr and th. :ti was carried to
Police Stat i. :i ... . ,ii-- it vviih Irnna- -

li e . inin,.i hi i' V

trid-e- s were thrown out into me bucc
without . xploding, by the force of the
explosions of others, and all day yes-

terday there were crowds of lads and
men gathering them as souvenirs. One

window Of theball went through the
new Melntyre block, others through
-- lass on Fort street, while many Per-

sons in the crowd said they heard the
about them as itiewhizzing of bullets

stood and watched the blaze.
King street wall ol

With a crash the
the building fell about 4:40 o clock

There had been burning a tierce tire all

that side of the building,
the time along
the force of the flames seeming to

w.nd blmM Wnomauka. as there was
the trades having been turned I off for

the occasion, thus saving perhaps he
bad seen tti

bl-K-- The firemen
Swaying of the wall under the vigor of

the flames and there was .none of toem
alftng the side of the budding. Bricks

and terra cotta were strewn across

.1 -' ' .m l he eentral
and as th hsid control of

Wire groU, i floor of the building
the time Fl e hi. r Thurston ar- -

as- -

to be seen, and for most of the gooo.

people the day began at 4 o'clock yes-

terday, and there was no further rest.
The principal loss was that of E. O.

Hall & Son. Limited, in whose building
the fire broke out. On stock and build-
ing the loss will reach something like
$H0.ooi). The building was one which
was erected by the firm last year, at
a cost of above $50,000 and fitted for
their business at an additional expense
of $10,000. The building was built upon
leased property, the lease having yet
eighteen years to run. As soon as the
debris can be' cleared away the erection
of a new building on the old site will
begin. The new building was decided

. . . , . ji

men,
would be retained would be announced
today. In time he hoped to have all the
old staff about him once more.

MR. HALL'S STATEMENT.

Mr. Hall said yesterday in discussing
the fire: "I have no theory as to its
origin upon which I place any weight.
Some persons think it might have come
from our independent lighting system,
yhere was not a live wire in the place
at the time. We had a plant with a
gasoline engine. Then we had an aux-
iliary system with the current from
the electric company. But the engine
was not running, the electric company-ha- d

not made its connections. ?o that
there was no way in which there might.

Called t'.- - Ml ktkl f.in-.- . to
M the fight

ain at firai HimM were

papes. paints and oils as would have
furnished a most spectacular display.
There was some damage done by the
flames in the upper story of the build-

ing, but this was very little in compar-
ison with what was w rought by the wa-te- i.

The stock of high-clas- s shelf hard-

ware is very susceptible to the water
and this was deluged by the two
streams which played through the
n ot for an hour. Wall papers were
soaked and rendered useless and
brushes and other light goods were put
out of business entirely.

Across Fort street the fire swept, sev-

eral times, setting fire to exposed wood-
work and by the heat breaking through
all the plate-gla- ss windows. At the
Golden Itule Bazaar, where the windows
were filled with books the glass was
broken early in the morning and the
volumes were often soaked by the wa- -

t.1 t ,...-.,-- .

Bulletin, as well were badly scorched
and the windows broken, but no serious
damage was done. By the hard work
of the firemen there was not a chance
for the fire to get in among the piles of
lumber in the yards, so that the danger
of a general conflagration was minim-
ized from the start.

From the moment the alarm and the
light upon the sky called so many per-

sons down town, there was a roof par-
ty going on all ovr the district in close
contiguity to the burning storehouse.
There was a continuous performance,
too. for there were many buckets of
water thrown upon Ahe blazing sparks
which fell in a rainVhile the fire was
at its height. This was done not only
in the immediate vicinity but all over
the district for .a block in every direc-
tion of the fire there were burning

' n"r III ,IUIH ..f the
VI , ,...t rl,,.i VrlflII." i vii, ..'

their ,vay :,. . levator shaft.
las In that end

t building tlm tl e stocks of oils,
L,vU' ar-- ! irity of the bi- -

- r. There the
Kin- - street, some oi me

around.. .v..r. into the enclosure ,.-.,- , it i ment in sr ot the noaiQ Ol oimarked" ,,..i, ... .. huildiUe. This yesterday have been any current which couldrectors of the companymr loors, though ine aavjv - -- -

.v.., .t-- h of the fire. as from tnatr ciean as pos the fuel whichnit- - ii' . -
rit.. it was declinlnwith Lh

ble, were more or
ikage and loss

ftro k..rt th"
. on.) the ef- -

m Th. having been exn.u, ;.fed . .. Tl. - I 1 I il i raiii11 11. 'ill V'.--- -
.i... ,.m..n nelliu rcnoi nl ived upon the various store sparks falling and active work done to)T tl I

r a"'i rags wnh ... h the oU con- - forts ninds set for it. wert- ; ...ti hm tl 1 nrevent a lodsrment. On the roof of the. - 1 .iss there wi oe in me oein- -Keeping .. -- .
PA icHned ind the floors wip- -

. presumed
n

worK was iw
nJifon the Lewers ft

there was a fierce
where several times

the roo o he bt..M
blaze. One-ha- lf ;

Pi1 through was destroyed, ana
, ,Ln

the water was poureuflames

building occupied by the Advertiser
men were engaged in putting out such
sparks when there occurred a most
unfortunate accident. Mr. Gaston J.
Boisse. the oarsman, went up to assist
in this work, but missing his footing,
fell through a skylight. He alighted
upon a desk, which carried a sharp pa-

per file. This he struck with his right
arm. the point of the file passing
through his wrist, and sticking out on
the other side. He was attended by Dr.
W.ivson who found that he had sus- -

and down thn.ugn me

horhood of $:150. the greatest part of

this being upon the plate-glas- s win-

dows.
The Hobron Drug Company lost more

heavily than any other on that side of

Fort street, as the fire was so hot

that th- - windows were broken and
then the (lames attacked the light stock
in boxes in the second story of the
build ins The clerks w ho had arrived
before this occurred pushed the burn-

ing stock out-o- f the windows without
.,, the ensrine a chance to

ihe roof
of the StOCK. i "

!' these pieces
ind the prox-induce- d

rap-din- g.

quarter-hou- r
urned in

lure was a
had to turn

ng buildings.
p ised upon

st points to
as left at Port

Sr iv
301 mor

kj Interior

Menu,,.,

destroying much
hortage of ladders, me .

w as a

have caused a fire. The wiring was
put in with care and has been over-

hauled recently. As to gasoline there
was none in the house. The gasoline
for the engine was stored in a tank
which was located outside ofthe walls,
under the pavement. There is a door
leading to this vault and you can see
not only that the sidewalk is in shape,
but a well that the door has not been
opened. This would dispose of any
theory that there'liad been a fire from
the explosion of gasoline. There may
have been a lighted cigarette or cigar
in the packing room, though that is
improbable.

"We carried no more explosives or oil
in stock than the law allows. For in-

stance, we had perhaps less than fifty
pounds of powder, not a full box of
dynamite and not more than ten cases
of kerosene, perhaps not half that
amount. We had a large stock of car-

tridges and these made the noise of the
explosions which were heard.

"As to the loss, we had the store fit-

ted up in the finest style, the best store-i- n

the eify. I think, at a cost of about

being regularly supi- -. -
ment not

morning, there being present Messrs.
V. W. Hall. E. H. Paris. A. J. Camp-

bell and B. Cartwright While nothing
can be announce .1 definitely concerning
U. the directors say it will not be as
fine a structure as that which was de-

stroyed yesterday morning. The short
life of the lease would render this in-

advisable, and the structure, while it
may be on the same general plan, will
not be so highly ornate. It was decid-

ed also, at the meeting, that for the
present the retail business of the cor-

poration would be given up an all at-

tention turnedto the wholesale divi-

sion. The firm's warehouse in Allen
street is filled with hardware, so that
there will be no delays in filling any
orders which may come in. The office

of the company for the present will be
in the rooms over the Hawaiian Trust
and Investment Company, but the
business in general will be done at the
Allen street house. Mr. Hall called the
forty employes of the house together at
the warehouse yesterday morning and
apprised them of the decision of the
firm the retail business
for the present, as there was no avail-

able storeroom in which the firm wishes
to open out again. He said that the

. ha.i

-
the tained severe bruises, being unconsciousbut then came

- - -and mere
giving to this work. The stinngs

roof bto thehose had to be drawn up
ho

hand-lin- e let down by a fireman
a d n . dethe stairshad stumbled up

the top any a pofiway out onm?. - me valuable time

WZ the ' est .v,.-....-- water unon itas put at for some time, in addition to the woundUN ""
deluge from the streams and there were
no windows to offer resistance to it.

s hie here wr- - ow...- - more damage uone o wmnot enough There was
... v. me

"
.ndi-iu- , .. ..

J td :v....
. . v.nt it was

there as well, the entire amountost in mis ...j .i... mn to ore' em. ..... . ., i . III!" 111. - - -
some DWWiching $1.W. about half on goods m

l-- or,.l the other half on the glassthis building to
the damaging of

in the wrist. After his wounds were
dressed he was conveyed to his home.
Vr. Boisse is the chief pressman of the
Hawaiian Gazette Company.

There were many f the sightseers
who took advantage of the move-
ment to the roofs to secure points of
vantage from which the fire could be
viewed, and so upon almost every
housetop there was a party looking
down upon the blaze. These st.iyed.

. n i . r. ......
it appeared and woodwork.

An attempt
lown Fort

bich poured
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Iraw it past
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The Melntyre duiioius, iu wi...- - --

construction "across King street, was
several times on fire in the window cas-

ings but there was always a stream
of water ready, so that it did not get

would
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was such abuUding, as there


